
 

Cabinet 
 
16 April 2014 
 
Proposal to change the age range of Belmont C of E (Controlled) 
Junior School from 7-11 to 4-11 from 1 January 2015 to create a C of 
E (Controlled) Primary School and to close Belmont Infant School 
from 31 December 2014 
 
Key Decision: CAS/09/13 

 

Report of Corporate Management Team 

Rachael Shimmin, Corporate Director, Children and Adults Services 

Councillor Ossie Johnson, Cabinet Portfolio Holder for Children and 
Young People's Services 

 
Purpose of the Report 
 
1. To seek Cabinet approval to change the age range of Belmont C of E 

(Controlled) Junior School from 7-11 to 4-11 from 1 January 2015 to create a 
C of E (Controlled) Primary School and to close Belmont Infant School from 
31 December 2014, taking account of the Local Authority's duties as 
prescribed in the Education and Inspections Act 2006 to secure sufficient 
school places, and to secure good outcomes for all children and young people 
in their local area. 

 
Background 
 
2. Officers within the Education Service believe that the long term viability of 

separate Infant and Junior Schools is uncertain due to changes in school 
funding which will come about as a result of the introduction of the National 
Funding Formula in 2015.  This may result in a significant reduction to the 
value of the lump sum to all schools which will result in small schools 
experiencing an increased budget pressure in future.  In essence, the higher 
the number of pupils on a school roll, the more financially secure a school will 
be, as economies of scale apply. 

 
3. Combining separate Infant and Junior Schools has a number of advantages 

for children. Attending an 'all through' Primary School reduces breaks in 
children's learning and eliminates the need for additional transitions in a 
child's schooling.  Primary schools support continuity of educational provision. 
There are also many  advantages for parents / cares, including,  only having 
to apply for a school place once for their child / children of Primary school 
age, only having to buy one school uniform.  

 



 

4. Discussions with the schools and Church of England Diocese about 
amalgamating Belmont Infant School and Belmont C of E (Controlled) Junior 
School began in September 2013.   

 
5.    Following these initial discussions, using delegated powers, the Corporate 

Director, Children and Adults Services approved the commencement of 
consultation on the proposal to change the age range of Belmont C of E 
(Controlled) Junior School from 7-11 to 4-11 from 1 January 2015 to create a 
C of E (Controlled) Primary School and to close Belmont Infant School from 
31 December 2014.  The delegated decision report is attached as Appendix 2. 

 
6. Consultation documents (included in Appendix 2) were distributed widely 

across the local area on 4 November 2013.  A series of meetings were held 
between 7 November and 12 November 2013 so that Governors, staff, Parish 
Councils, parents, pupils and the local community could share their views with 
the Local Authority.  Details of these meetings are included in Appendix 2. 

 
7. The Council allowed 6 weeks for consultation (4 November to 13 December 

2013).  In determining this period of time for consultation, the Council has 
referred to "Making Changes to a Maintained Mainstream School - A Guide 
for Local Authorities and Governing Bodies".  This document, issued by the 
Government, strongly advises that at least six weeks should be allowed for 
the consultation prior to publishing a proposal to make a change to a 
maintained mainstream school.   

 
8. A full summary of the consultation responses is contained within the 

delegated decision report attached at Appendix 2. 
 
9. The Government guidance highlighted in paragraph 7 states "At the end of the 

consultation, the proposer (in this instance, the Local Authority)) should 
consider the views expressed during that period before reaching any final 
decision on whether to publish statutory proposals.  Where, in the course of 
consultation, a new option emerges which the proposer (the Local Authority) 
wishes to consider, it will probably be appropriate to consult afresh on this 
option before proceeding to publish statutory notices."   The Council's 
constitution provides that the Corporate Director, Children and Adults 
Services can decide to publish statutory proposals within the remit of her 
delegated authority. 

 
10. The responses to the consultation were received and have been considered 

by officers in the County Council.  Whilst there were almost as many 
responses (13) not in support of the proposal as there were in support of it 
(14), the responses received provided no evidence that not implementing the 
proposal would address the concerns over the future sustainability of small 
schools.  Furthermore the responses did not suggest that leaving the two 
schools as separate schools would have the benefits that ‘all through’ primary 
schools have including continuity and progress of learning between 4 and 11, 
a single application of assessment criteria and pupil teaching and access to a 
curriculum planned and assessed across the full primary range. 



 

Decision to issue a Statutory Notice 
 
11. With reference to the guidance highlighted in paragraph 7, in the course of the 

consultation period, the Council was not presented with any new options 
which would address the concerns regarding the sustainability of small 
schools, or which would propose a pattern of schools with the benefits that ‘all 
through’ Primary Schools have. 

 
12. After full consideration of all the responses to the consultation and in the 

absence of a new option that the Council wished to consider, a decision was 
taken to publish a proposal to change the age range of Belmont C of E 
(Controlled) Junior School from 7-11 to 4-11 from 1 January 2015 to create a 
C of E (Controlled) Primary School and to close Belmont Infant School from 
31 December 2014.  A statutory notice was therefore published on 9 January 
2014 (attached as Appendix 3). 

 
13. Once the proposal is published there follows a statutory 6 week 

representation period during which comments on the proposal can be made.  
These must be sent to the Local Authority.  Any person can submit 
representations, which can be objections as well as expressions of support for 
the proposal.  The representation period is the final opportunity for people and 
organisations to express their views about the proposal and ensure that they 
will be taken into account by the Decision Maker (in this instance, the County 
Council's Cabinet).  Once the representation period has closed, a decision on 
the proposal must be made within 2 months i.e. by 20 April 2014. 

 
Responses to the Proposal Published on 9 January 2014 for 6 weeks (The 
Statutory Notice Period)  
 
14. The Council received 2 responses to the proposal : 
 

� 1 parent objected to the proposal for the following reasons: 
 
- Early Years and Key Stage 1 children are totally different from those of 

Key Stage 2 children. 
- The financial needs of the two age ranges must be considered and 

primary schools often view Year 6 pupils as being more important than 
other pupils to meet the needs of SATS results.  Consequently Early 
Years and Key Stage 1 pupils' education deteriorates. 

  
� 1 Head Teacher of a Primary School in the local area supported the 

proposal as it was in the best interests of Belmont Infant and Belmont C of 
E (Controlled) Junior Schools. 

 
Factors to be considered by Cabinet 
 
15. In making its decision on the proposal to change the age range of Belmont C 

of E (Controlled) Junior School from 7-11 to 4-11 from 1 January 2015 to 
create a C of E (Controlled) Primary School and to close Belmont Infant 
School from 31 December 2014, there are a number of procedural matters 
which Cabinet must consider (as highlighted in DfE Guidance 'Making 
Changes to a Maintained Mainstream School - A Guide for Local Authorities 
and Governing Bodies' : 

 



 

(a) Is there any information missing? 
 
  Information that Cabinet is required to consider is contained in the main 

body of this report and Appendices. 
 
 (b)     Does the published notice comply with statutory requirements? 
 
  The notice published on 9 January 2014 is attached as Appendix 3.  

Officers prepared the notice as set out in the regulations and complied 
with statutory requirements. 

 
 (c) Has the Statutory Consultation been carried out prior to the 

publication of the Notice? 
 
  Full details of the consultation arrangements are included in Appendix 

2.  Officers applied DfE's guidance "Making Changes to Maintained 
Mainstream School - A Guide for Local Authorities and Governing 
Bodies" which sets out the statutory requirements for consultation. 

 
 (d) Are the proposals "related" to other published proposals? 
 
  Schedule 2 to the EIA 2006 provides that any proposals that are 

"related to" particular proposals (e.g. for a new school; school closure; 
change of age range etc.) must be considered together.  The proposal 
to change the age range of Belmont C of E (Controlled) Junior School 
from 7-11 to 4-11 from 1 January 2015 to create a C of E (Controlled) 
Primary School and the proposal to close Belmont Infant School from 
31 December 2014 are "related" therefore they must be considered 
together. 

 
Further Factors to be considered by Cabinet 
 
16. If satisfied that the procedural obligations have been discharged, Cabinet 

must then consider whether it wishes to change the age range of Belmont C 
of E (Controlled) Junior School from 1 January 2015 to create a C of E 
(Controlled) Primary School and to close Belmont Infant School from 31 
December 2014, having regard to the following: 

 
Effect on Standards and School Improvement 
 
17. Officers believe that educationally the proposal to change the age range of 

Belmont C of E (Controlled) Junior School from 7-11 to 4-11 to create a C of E 
(Controlled) Primary School and to close Belmont Infant School is in the best 
interests of pupils and their families.  Evidence gathered over a number of 
years show that Primary Schools (instead of separate Infant and Junior 
Schools) have many benefits for children including: 

 
� continuity and progress of learning between ages 4-11; 
� a single application of assessment criteria and pupil teaching; 
� opportunities for increased social development, older pupils having some 

appropriate pastoral responsibility for young children; 
 



 

18.  The most recent Ofsted Reports judged both schools as "good with 
outstanding features". Upon leaving both schools pupils’ attainment is above 
average.  In 2013 standards at the end of Key Stage 2 were in line with or 
above average.  The proportion of pupils making expected progress across 
Key Stage 2 was better than that seen nationally.  This evidence together with 
the benefits that Primary Schools (instead of separate Infant and Junior 
Schools) have lead Officers to believe that the proposed re-organisation will at 
least maintain these positive outcomes. 

 
Diversity 
 

19. Cabinet should consider how the proposal will contribute to local diversity.  
The proposal is for a Church of England (Controlled) Primary School which 
will increase diversity of provision in the local area.  The other schools within a 
2 mile radius are: 

 

� St Thomas More RCVA Primary School 
� Belmont Cheveley Primary School 
� St Hild's C of E (Aided) Primary School 
� Durham Gilesgate Primary School 
� St Joseph's RCVA Primary School (Gilesgate) 
� Laurel Avenue Primary School 
� Sherburn Village Primary School 
� Pittington Primary School 
� Finchale Primary School 
� West Rainton Primary School 

 
Special Education (SEN) Provision 
 

20. SEN provision, in the context of School Organisation Legislation and DfE 
guidance, is provision recognised by the Local Authority as specifically 
reserved for pupils with Special Education Needs. 

 

21. Belmont Infant and Belmont C of E (Controlled) Junior Schools have 10 
places each which are reserved for partially sighted pupils.  The proposal to 
create a C of E (Controlled) Primary School will not impact on this provision 
as it will continue to operate from the current school buildings.  Pupils with 
Special Educational needs will continue to have their needs met and the 
proposal, therefore, will not impact on the needs of individual pupils. 

 
Impact on School Places 
 

22. The proposed C of E (Controlled) Primary School will be on the sites of the 
current Belmont Infant and Belmont C of E (Controlled) Junior Schools with a 
capacity for 370 pupils.  A school of this size would be large enough to 
accommodate the current and future pupils we expect will attend the 
proposed C of E (Controlled) Primary School.  The maximum number of 
pupils anticipated to be at the school up to 2020 is 283 therefore no pupils will 
be displaced by the proposal. 

 

Capital 
 
23. Capital funding in the region of £175,000 will be required to carry out the 

necessary repairs to the roof of Belmont C of E (Controlled) Junior School and 
to upgrade the ICT provision.  The DSG School Capital Repair and 
Maintenance budget will provide this funding. 



 

Travel and Accessibility for All 
 
24. The proposed C of E (Controlled) Primary School will be on the sites of the 

current Belmont Infant and Belmont C of E (Controlled) Junior Schools.  
Consequently there will be no increases to travel or journey time and no 
changes to the current accessibility of both schools. 

 
Equality Impact 
 
25. An equality impact assessment has been carried out on this proposal.  There 

are no potential impacts in relation to age, gender, disability and race/ethnicity 
for pupils and parents/carers.  The current schools provide education for boys 
and girls aged between 4 and 11 years and the proposed C of E Primary 
School will continue to provide education for boys and girls across the same 
age range.  The location of the buildings remain unchanged, both buildings 
are accessible and will continue to provide facilities for pupils with sight 
impairment. 

 
Other Issues 
 
Views of Interested Parties 
 
26. Cabinet should consider the views of all those affected by the proposal or who 

have an interest in them, including: pupils, families of pupils, staff, other 
schools, local residents, diocesan bodies and other providers and other Local 
Authorities.  This includes statutory objections and comments submitted 
during the representation period (refer to paragraph 14). 

 
27. DfE guidance advises that Decision Makers should not simply take account of 

the numbers of people expressing a particular view when considering 
representations made on proposals.  Instead they should give greatest weight 
to representations from those stakeholders likely to be most directly affected 
by the proposals. 

 
28. The report attached as Appendix 2 provides full details of the responses 

received during the consultation period from 4 November - 13 December 
2013.  In summary: 

 
� 26 written responses were sent to the County Council from: 

 
- 13 parents 
- 4 Governors 
- 8 members of staff 
- The Church of England Diocese 

 
� Of the 26, 13 are in support of the proposal and 13 are not in support of 

the proposal. 
 

� 1 parent responded using the online response form (DCC website) in 
support of the proposal. 



 

Summary of Responses from those in Support of the Proposal  
 
29. The following information provides a summary of the issues raised by those in 

support of the proposal to change the age range of Belmont C of E 
(Controlled) Junior School from 7-11 to 4-11 from 1 January 2015 and to 
close Belmont Infant School from 31 August 2014: 

 
� Stakeholders believe that a primary school will enable a consistent 

approach to teaching and learning across Key Stage 1 and Key Stage 2 
and allow for an easier transition for pupils which will benefit them and 
lead to further improvement in attainment; 

 
� Current staff should be appointed to posts in the new school to ensure the 

current caring environment is continued; 
 

� Stakeholders felt the proposal cements the link and good practise already 
in place although for the amalgamation to have an immediate positive 
impact a joint staffroom needs to be created as well as a link walkway 
between the schools so that children can safely move between buildings. 

  

Summary of Responses from those not in Support of the Proposal 
 

30. The following information provides a summary of the issues raised at the 
consultation meetings and in written responses from those not in support of 
the proposal: 

 

� There was a concern that the proposal would lead to the school being too 
small to accommodate future pupil numbers. 

� One parent and one member of staff felt that the current Infant and Junior 
Schools are the only split site schools in Belmont and should therefore 
remain; 

� Views were expressed that the proposal appears to be a money saving 
exercise for the County Council; 

� One governor was concerned that creating one bigger school may be 
detrimental to the wellbeing and ultimately the performance of both 
children and staff. 

 

Recommendations and Reasons 
 

31. Officers believe that proceeding with the proposal will preserve and enhance 
education provision in Belmont.  Amalgamating Belmont Infant and Belmont C 
of E (Controlled) Junior Schools into one C of E (Controlled) Primary School 
will provide a more viable educational establishment. 

 

32. In the view of officers in the Education Service, amalgamating Infant and 
Junior schools is in the best interests of children and their families.  Primary 
Schools have more opportunity, through daily contact, for those working within 
the school to work together in the best interests of the pupils.  They benefit 
from the consistency that working under the leadership of one Head Teacher 
and one Governing Body brings.  A single Primary School can reduce the 
potential for disruption, which some children experience, when they transfer 
from Infant to Junior School. 

 



 

33. Cabinet is recommended to agree: 
 

 (i) that the age range of Belmont C of E (Controlled) Junior School should 
be changed from 7-11 to 4-11 from 1 January 2015 to create a C of E 
(Controlled) Primary School; and 

 (ii) that Belmont Infant School should close from 31 December 2014. 
 
Background Papers 
 

Appendix 2 - Delegated Decision Reports 

Appendix 3 - Statutory Notice 

Appendix 4 - Equality and Diversity Impact Assessment 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Contact:  Sheila Palmerley   Tel:  03000 265731 



 

Appendix 1:  Implications 

 
Finance 
 
Capital funding in the region of £175,000 from the DSG School Capital Repair and 
Maintenance budget will be utilised to repair the roof of the Junior School building 
and to upgrade the ICT provision.  There may be costs associated with any 
redundancies as a result of a new staffing structure being established for the 
proposed Primary school. There may also be costs associated with the termination 
of contracts at the two schools. 
 
Staffing  
 
Staff from both Belmont C of E (Controlled) Junior School and Belmont Infant School 
will be ring-fenced for posts in the C of E (Controlled) Primary School.  Any staff 
displaced would be considered for alternative employment through Durham County 
Council's existing scheme and the School Brokerage Scheme. 
 
Risk 
 
If the proposal was not implemented there is a risk that the existing schools could 
become unviable as the new funding formula is likely to have an impact on small 
schools. 
 
Equality and Diversity 
 
As a public body, the Council must take into account the Equality Act 2010, a 
consolidating Act which brings together previous Acts dealing with discrimination.  
Decisions must be reviewed for potential impact on persons with "protected 
characteristics".  An Equality and Diversity Impact Assessment has been carried out, 
and is attached as Appendix 4. 
 
S.149 of the 2010 Act also lays down the Public Sector Equality Duty whereby from 
the 5 April 2011, local authorities and other organisations exercising public functions 
must have due regard to 3 key areas: 
 
� Eliminate unlawful discrimination, harassment and victimisation. 
 
� Advance equality of opportunity between those who share a relevant protected 

characteristic and those who don't; and 
 
� Foster good relations between those who share a relevant protected 

characteristic and those who don't. 
 
The relevant "protected characteristics" are: age, disability, gender re-assignment, 
pregnancy and maternity, race, religion or belief, sex and sexual orientation.  It is not 
considered that there would be any adverse impact on those with protected 
characteristics. 
 
Accommodation 
 
Repairs to the roof of the Junior School building will be carried out. 
 



 

Crime and Disorder  
 
N/A 
 
Human Rights 
 
Human rights will not affected by this proposal. 
 
Consultation 
 
Details of the consultation undertaken are included in the body of the report. 
 
Procurement 
 
Capital works to the Junior School building and to upgrade the ICT in both buildings 
will be procured in accordance with the County Council's procurement arrangements. 
 
Disability Issues 
 
An equality impact assessment has been carried out which includes disability issues.  
Implementing the proposal would not impact on disability issues. 
 
Legal Implications 
 
Included within the body of the report. 
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Appendix 3 

 
 

 
 
 
 

PUBLIC NOTICE 
 

Proposal to change the age range of Belmont C of E (Controlled) Junior School  
from 7-11 to 4-11 from 1 January 2015 to create a C of E (Controlled) Primary School 

and to close Belmont Infant School from 31 December 2014. 
 

 

Notice is given in accordance with Section 19(1) of the Education and Inspections Act 2006 that 
Durham County Council intends to make a prescribed alteration to Belmont C of E (Controlled) Junior 
School, Buckinghamshire Road, Belmont, DH1 2QP and to close Belmont Infant School 
(Community), Buckinghamshire Road, Belmont, DH1 2QP.  
 
It is proposed to change the age range of Belmont C of E (Controlled) Junior School from 7-11 to 4-
11 from 1 January 2015 to create a Church of England ( C of E) Primary School and to close Belmont 
Infant School from 31 December 2014. 
 
The current capacity of Belmont C of E (Controlled) Junior School is 208 and the current capacity of 
Belmont Infant School is 162.  The proposed capacity of the C of E Primary School will be 370.  The 
published admission number for Belmont C of E (Controlled) Junior School for September 2014 is 52 
and for Belmont Infant School is 44.  The proposed admission number for the proposed C of E 
Primary School will be 52.  The admission authority will be the Local Authority.  Home to School 
Transport will be in accordance with the Authority's Home to School Transport policy and the Local 
Authority will not need to provide additional free Home to School Transport to the proposed primary 
school. 
 
Belmont C of E (Controlled) Junior School and Belmont Infant School are located on the same site 
and already work closely together for the benefit of all pupils. Examples of this include joint 
assemblies, and Year 6 'Reading Buddies' working with Year 2 children each lunchtime.  Bringing the 
two schools together as a C of E Primary School is a natural progression and would also allow for a 
greater use of facilities in both buildings and enable staff to share resources and expertise across the 
full primary age range.  Some capital expenditure will be used to repair the roof of the current C of E 
Junior School.  Consideration will also be given to providing a linked walkway. 
 
This Notice is an extract from the complete proposal. Copies of the complete proposal can be 
obtained from: Mr Graeme Plews, School Places and Admissions Team, Children and Adults 
Services, Durham County Council, County Hall, Durham DH1 5UJ.  
 
Within six weeks from the date of publication of this proposal, any person may object to or make 
comments on the proposal by sending them to Mr Adam Williams, School Places and Admissions 
Team, Children and Adults Services, Business Reply Service, Licence No. DU63 (Freepost), Durham 
County Council, County Hall, Durham, DH1 5BR. Objections and comments can also be sent via the 
County Council's website at www.durham.gov.uk or e-mailed to  schoolorganisation@durham.gov.uk.  
 
Signed: 
 
 
 
 
Rachel Shimmin 
Corporate Director 
Children and Adults Services 
 
Publication Date: 9 January 2014 



Appendix 4 

 

Durham County Council – 
Altogether Better equality impact assessment form 

 
NB: Equality impact assessment is a legal requirement for all strategies plans, 
functions, policies, procedures and services.  We are also legally required to 
publish our assessments. 
 
You can find help and prompts on completing the assessment in the guidance 
from page 7 onwards.  
 
 
Section One: Description and Initial Screening 

Section overview: this section provides an audit trail. 

Service/team or section: School Places and Admissions, Education, CAS 

Lead Officer: Sheila Palmerley Start date: 4 November 2013 

 
Subject of the Impact Assessment: (please also include a brief description of 
the aims, outcomes, operational issues as appropriate) 
 
Proposal to change the age range of Belmont C of E (Controlled) Junior School from 
7 – 11 to  4 -11 from 1 January 2015 to create a primary school and to close Belmont 
Infant School as a separate school  from 31 December 2014. The schools are 
currently separate establishments on a site that also includes Belmont Community 
School which is a secondary school . The intention is that a Church of England (C of 
E) Primary School will run across the current sites encompassing the infant and 
junior age ranges. The greatest change is that there will be a C of E (Controlled) 
Primary School in Belmont rather than a separate Infant School and C of E 
(Controlled) Junior School. All staff will be ringfenced for a post in the Primary 
School.  
 
Both schools are relatively small when compared to other schools across the county 
which could mean it is possible that they may become unviable in the long term 
when the new national funding arrangements come into effect. This will not have an 
impact however on equality/diversity/cohesion. 
 

 
Who are the main stakeholders: General public / Employees / Elected Members / 
Partners/ Specific audiences/Other (please specify) –  
 
General Public, Governors, Staff, Parents, Pupils, Elected Members, MPs, 
Neighbouring Schools, Trade Unions, Diocese, DfE, Community Groups, Parish 
Councils, Residents’ Associations, AAP Board, Neighbouring Authorities, CAS/DCC 
Staff 
 



 

 

Is a copy of the subject attached?  Yes / No  

Consultation document and report on the outcomes of the consultation are attached.  

Initial screening  

 
Prompts to help you: 
 
Who is affected by it? Who is intended to benefit and how?  Could there be a 
different impact or outcome for some groups?  Is it likely to affect relations between 
different communities or groups, for example if it is thought to favour one particular 
group or deny opportunities for others?  Is there any specific targeted action to 
promote equality? 
 

Is there an actual/potential negative or positive impact on specific groups 
within these headings?  
Indicate :Y = Yes, N = No, ?=Unsure 

Gender N Disability N Age N Race/ethnicity N 
Religion 
or belief 

N 
Sexual 

orientation 
N 

 
How will this support our commitment to promote equality and meet our legal 
responsibilities? 
 
Reminder of our legal duties: 

� Eliminating unlawful discrimination & harassment   
� Promoting equality of opportunity 
� Promoting good relations between people from different groups 
� Promoting positive attitudes towards disabled people and taking account of 

someone’s disability, even where that involves treating them more favourably 
than other people 

� Involving people, particularly disabled people, in public life and decision 
making 

 
The proposal to change the age range of Belmont C of E (Controlled) Junior School 
from 7 -11 years of age to 4 -11 years of age from 1 January 2015 will create a C of 
E (Controlled) Primary School which will provide equal access for all regardless of 
gender, disability, age, race/ethnicity, religion or belief, sexual orientation. 
 

What evidence do you have to support your findings? 

The main groups affected by this proposal are pupils attending Belmont Infant and 
Belmont C of E (Controlled) Junior Schools. If the proposal is implemented we will be 
helping to secure the future of primary education across the two schools.  

Decision: Proceed to full impact assessment – Yes/No                    
Date: 13 December 2013 (the end of the consultation.) 

If you have answered ‘No’ you need to pass the completed form for approval & 
sign off. 



 

 

Section Two: Identifying Impacts and Evidence - Equality and Diversity 
 

Section overview: this section identifies whether there are any impacts on 
equality/diversity/cohesion, what evidence is available to support the 
conclusion and what further action is needed. 

 

Identify the impact : 
does this increase 
differences or does 

it aim to reduce 
gaps for particular 

groups? 

Explain your conclusion, 
including relevant 

evidence and consultation 
you have considered. 

What further 
action is 

required? 
(Include in 

Sect. 3 action 
plan) 

Gender No 

The current schools and 
the proposed C of E 
Primary School  provide 
education for boys and 
girls. 

 
 

Age No 

The current schools 
provide education for 
children aged between 4 
and 11 years and the 
proposed Cof E Primary 
School will continue to 
provide education across 
the same age range. 

 
 

Disability No 

The proposed C of  E 
Primary School would 
operate across the current 
buildings of Belmont Infant 
and Junior School which 
are accessible. The Junior 
School also provides a 
location for pupils with 
sight impairment and this 
provision would continue if 
the proposed Primary 
School comes into effect. 

 
 

Race/Ethnicity No 

Race/Ethnicity is not a 
criterion for admission to 
the current Infant and 
Junior Schools and would 
not be a criterion for entry 
to the proposed C of E 
Primary School. 

 
 

Religion or 
belief 

No 

The proposed C of E 
Primary would be run in 
exactly the same way as 
the current C of E Junior 
School.  

 
 

Sexual 
orientation 

No  
 
 



 

 

How will this promote positive relationships between different communities? 

If this proposal is implemented it is unlikely to have a significant impact on the 
relationships between different communities. 

 
 

Section Three: Review and Conclusion 
 

Summary: please provide a brief overview, including impact, changes, 
improvements and any gaps in evidence. 

 
The greatest change is that there will be a C of E Primary School in Belmont rather 
than separate Infant and Junior Schools. The consultation was undertaken between 
4 November 2013 and 13 December  2013. Consultation documents were distributed 
widely and meetings were held with Governors and Staff of Belmont Infant and 
Belmont C of E (Controlled) Junior Schools, parents, and members of the local 
community at an Information Sharing Evening. Stakeholders were invited to respond 
in a variety of ways:  written responses using the response form attached to the 
consultation document, letter, email or completing the response form online via the 
County Council’s website. 

26 responded in writing using the response form, letter and email 

1 responded using the online response form (DCC website) 

10 people attended the Information Sharing Evening 

30 members of staff attended the joint staff meeting 

20 Governors attended the joint Governing Body meeting 

4 parents attended the meetings specifically held for parents. 
 
� Out of 27 responses received during the consultation period, 14 supported the 

proposal. Stakeholders believe that a primary school will enable a consistent 
approach to teaching and learning across Key Stage 1 and Key Stage 2 and 
allow for an easier transition for pupils which will benefit them and lead to further 
improvement in attainment. 
 

� Some stakeholders expressed the view that the current Belmont Infant and C of 
E Junior School are the only split site schools in Belmont and should remain as 
they are. However this could have a potential negative impact if the 2 schools 
remained as they are because of the way changes to the way schools are funded 
penalises small schools  

 



 

 

Action to be taken 
Officer 

responsible 
Target 
Date 

In which plan will 
this action appear 

Timeline of actions attached    

When will this assessment be 
reviewed? 

Date: In April 2014 when the decision is taken 
whether to implement the proposal or not. 

Are there any additional 
assessments that need to be 
undertaken in relation to this 
assessment? 

No 

Lead officer - sign off: Sheila Palmerley Date:24.2.24 

Service equality representative - sign off: 

 
 

Date:24.2.14 

 
 

Please email your completed Impact Assessment to the Equality Team - 
equalities@durham.gov.uk. 

 


